
Dear South Cache Families,  

 

I want to officially welcome all of you to the 2020-21 School Year! For those of you who are new to our school, 

please know that you are coming to an absolutely wonderful place. Our teachers and staff are passionate, caring, 

and work hard to create an environment where all students can learn at a high level. We are a collaborative and 

driven group of people who take learning seriously while also making personal connections that help kids 

succeed.   

 

I, as well as all of you, could never have imagined the school year ending as it did this past Spring.  We are living 

in historic times.  I want to personally thank the parents, students, faculty and staff for their heroic efforts during 

the COVID-19 crisis.  I also want to thank our district for their untiring support during this time.  Our start up this 

fall could be unusual as we consider safety precautions as our students and teachers return to the classroom.  

We will keep our school website updated with current information and please know that the website supersedes 

any prior written communication that we have sent home.  We will also utilize the email, phone call, and texting 

system to inform parents and students of any changes to the school schedule or activities.  It is imperative that 

your contact information be updated in PowerSchool.  Please do this at your earliest convenience.   

This is my second year as the principal at South Cache Middle School.  I have been in the education business for 

28 years, the last 10 in administration.  I was a math teacher for several years in Cache district as well as other 

districts in Utah and Idaho.  I am thrilled at the opportunity to get to know all of you this year and engage in the 

educational process together. I am a big believer in communication and honesty. If we are honest with each 

other and communicate with each other, then we will be successful. I also believe that building strong 

relationships between home and school is a key factor in increasing student achievement. As principal, my door 

is always open and I welcome your input. I strongly believe that parental involvement is an essential component 

of student success. 

COVID-19 and Our Reopening Procedures & Protocols: 

Our goal is to bring all students back to school this fall and do it in a safe and responsible manner.  Our mindset 

is to be cautious, not casual, while not going overboard.  We have two areas of focus: 

1. Hygiene, cleanliness, & mask wearing 

2. Parents keeping students’ home when they are sick 

1. Hygiene, cleaning, & Masks:  We will be asking students to wash their hands multiple times a day, including 

before and after lunch.  Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom.  We will be disinfecting student desks 

and computer keyboards between each class as well as commonly touched surfaces.  We will be using a special 

hydrostatic cleaning machine to disinfect the school each day.  We are asking students to bring their own water 

bottle to school each day.  We have installed some special water bottle filling fountains in two hallways and most 

classrooms have a facet to refill water bottles.  All other standard drinking fountains have been shut off.  For the 

safety of your students and for the safety of our staff members (some of whom are considered medically high-

risk) we are asking that all students wear masks while attending classes, moving between classes in the 

hallways, and while standing in line in the lunchroom.  Parents, other than yourselves, no one loves your 

kids more than their teachers.  This is a chance for your student to return that love to their teachers by 

wearing a mask.  While engaged in PE activities outside, in outside intramurals at lunch, or other specified 

activities, masks may not be required if social distancing is possible. This will be determined by the supervising 

teacher or administrator.  Masks must be appropriate and no bandannas are allowed in place of masks.   



We will NOT be hosting a traditional “Back-To-School” night.  All the information you would have 

received at “Back-To-School” night is included in this packet and is available on our website. 

2. Parents keeping students home if they are sick:  We are asking all parents to keep students home if they 

are not feeling well.  This, more than anything else we do as a community, will enable us to keep school in 

session!  We commit to set the example by having, teachers, administrators, and staff stay home if they are 

sick.  The Bear River Health Department, along with our district nursing staff, have provided all schools with a 

protocol to follow if a student is not feeling well at school.  We will have a sick room for the ill student and a 

parent (or someone from their emergency contact list) will be called to come get the student and take them 

home.  The student will be asked to stay home for a period of time before returning to school (48 hours is 

currently the waiting period but this could change by the time school starts). 

If a student gets COVID-19, the Bear River Health Department will determine if other students and staff members 

will be quarantined and for how long.  If this happens, the student will be able to access their classes online via 

CANVAS. 

Again, it is critical that you update your contact information in PowerSchool with current cell numbers, student 

cell phone numbers, work numbers, addresses, and emergency contact information.  If a child is showing any 

symptoms of illness they must be sent home as directed by the Bear River Health Department and the 

Cache County School District.   

Focusing on these two areas (Hygiene and staying home if sick) will give us the best chance to keep 

school in session! 

Our start up schedule will be 45 minutes shorter than normal Monday through Thursday and 30 minutes longer 

than normal on Friday.  We will still start at 8:00 am every day but we will be done every day, including Friday, at 

2:00 pm.  A bell schedule is included in this packet.   

Our starting date is Thursday, August 20th.  We will start up as follows: 

Thursday, August 20th:  7th graders only.  Classes held and new COVID-19 procedures are taught. 

Friday, August 21st:  8th graders only.  Classes held and new COVID-19 procedures are taught. 

Monday, August 24th:  All students in school. 

Lunch Procedures:  We will still be having two lunch periods but both lunch groups will be staggered into three 

groups to keep the lines small and spread out.  We have purchased tables so students can sit outside while the 

weather is good.  Lunches will be served in disposable containers and this will speed up the line and prevent 

congestion.  NO CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED IN A’ LA CARTE, and the a’ la carte line will be closed for the last 

10 minutes of lunch.  We have new touchless scanners in the lunch room so all students will need their lunch 

cards each day.  

I would like to welcome the following returning & new staff members to 

our building:  



Tyler Putnam, Guitar Teacher.   Tyler is currently teaching guitar and 

concurrent enrollment classes at Mountain Crest High School and has 

taught some guitar classes before at South Cache.  He will teach guitar 

6th hour all year at South Cache this year and will continue to teach at 

Mountain Crest.  Tyler is a fantastic teacher.  As I served as the assistant 

principal at Mountain Crest, it was my privilege to watch Tyler teach.  

Your students are in great hands!  Tyler has many years of experience 

and he, along with his brother Zach (who teaches guitar at Ridgeline 

High School) perform in the Army Band.  We are lucky to have such 

talent in our school!  

DonNel Lamb, Orchestra Teacher.   DonNel will be team teaching with 

Will Francis in intermediate orchestra for one period all year.  DonNel is 

currently teaching orchestra and choir at Mountain Crest and will 

continue to do so.  Ms. Lamb comes with many years of experience.  

She is a very talented musician in her own right.  She sings with the 

Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square, is a computer building technician, 

and speaks Spanish!  We are excited for her to help out in our orchestra 

program. 

Joel Yoder, Band Teacher.   Joel is currently the band instructor at 

Mountain Crest High School.  Joel will be team teaching with Will Francis 

in the 8th grade band ensemble 1st hour.  Mr. Yoder will continue to 

teach at Mountain Crest as well.  In addition to teaching band, Joel is 

also the marching band director and his students travel competing all 

across the state of Utah.  Joel is in his 4th year with the district.  Prior to 

moving to Cache Valley, Joel was the band director at Harrison High 

School in Farmington Hills, Michigan.  He has 27 years in music 

education. 

Joslyn Heiniger, CCA Teacher.  Joslyn is a returning teacher who has 

taught math at South Cache and has been teaching Business and math 

classes at Mountain Crest most recently.  She will be teaching CCA and 

coding (replacing Brad Parker who has moved to the private sector) and 

we are excited to have her back in our South Cache Family. 

Nicki Latimer, ESL.  Nicki is from Wellsville and has been teaching 

outside our district since 2004.  She has taught ESL in the Logan district 

and for Davis Technical College in Kaysville.  Nicki has worked for over 

15 years at the English Language Center as a teacher.  We are very 

excited to welcome her, and her 7th grade daughter Brooke, to the South 

Cache Family! 

Some Other Useful Information:  Class schedules are now available.   

You are also invited to sign up for the School Community Council. 

Instructions will be posted on the school website.   This organization 

provides essential support to our school community.  



New school Hours: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday through Friday.   In the interest of safety, please do not 

drop off your children before 7:30 AM, as there is no supervision before that time. Also, please be sure to pick 

up your children by 2:30 pm for the same reason.  

Arrival Times: Our school day begins at 8:00 am every day. Please be sure to have your child/children here on 

time. Students who are consistently tardy are at a clear disadvantage and usually arrive feeling frantic and 

unprepared. All students who arrive after 8:00 am must sign in at the office with a parent. If your child will not be 

present, please call and inform our school office at 245-6433.  

Meal Prices and Menus: This year, school lunch will cost $2.35. Breakfast, which is served from 7:30 am to 7:50 

am, will cost $1.75. Lunch menus will be sent home monthly and can also be accessed on our school website by 

clicking on the fork and knife icon under Popular Links. To determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced 

lunch, please contact our office staff.  

Drop off and Pick up: If you are dropping off and/or picking up your student please 

use the circle drive area or the area near the cafeteria.  Please do not drop off or pick 

up your student on the North end of campus.  This is for busses only. 

Bus Schedules: Bus schedules are available online: CCSD Bus Schedules and Boundaries. Please be advised 

that the schedules change during the summer and are not finalized until the week before school starts.  

School Newsletter: Each month our school prepares and sends home a newsletter telling you what’s happening 

at our school. It is also available on our school website: https://www.ccsdut.org/Domain/506 

Dates to Remember: Thursday, August 20th is the first day of school for 7th graders, 

Friday, August 21st is the first day of school for 8th graders, and Monday, August 24th is 

for ALL students.  The first Holiday is Labor Day, Monday, September 7th, 2020.  There 

will be no school that day.  School pictures are as follows:  7th grade, August 25th and 8th 

grade, August 26th.  Retakes are on October 6th. 

I look forward to working with you and your child. We can’t wait to meet you!  

In Partnership, 

 

Doug Snow 

Principal 

South Cache Middle School 

https://www.ccsdut.org/Domain/506

